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Neil Postman (March &, 1931 -

October 5, 2003) was an American author, media theorist and

cultural critic, who is best known by the general publlc for his .
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Amusing Ourselves to Death - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia @

Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business (1985), is a bj
by Neil Postman in which he argues that media of communication ..
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amusing_Ourselves_to_Death - 31k - Ca

The Neil Postman Information Page - Books, Online Articles, Audio ... @

Picture of Neil Postman Neil Postman (1931 — 2003) was an American critic and educator.
Postman received his EI S. frum the State University of New York at .
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Books by Neil Postman

Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse ...

The Disappearance of Childhood € - 1994 -

Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology €3 - 1993 - 242
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Postman 1/7 =
9 min

WwWw_youtu be.com

© - 1985 -

196 pages

196 pages
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books.google.com - More book results »

Neil Postman Online &

Collection of articles and publications of Neil Postman educatnr and media critic.
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What happened to directories? Scalability: human & data volume.
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Who are you following?
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF DATA
STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL



Databases: the problem statements over time
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Incapable of answering the most fundamental human
guestions but barely useful in providing coherent
RANBOUAZY G2 GKS az2fdzikz2y
Nell Postman, 1985

"We have reason to fear that the multitude of books
which grows every day in a prodigious fashion will make
the following centuries fall into a state as barbarous as
that of the centuries that followed the fall of the Roman
9 Y LJA N\NrieigBaillet, 1685
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The origin of information management problem
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For ~5000 years we used
counters of various types,
eventually developing
writing to cope with
OAQGAT AT FOA2YC
Writing I1s more efficient
than counters you can lose.

Sumerian bulla envelope with tokens.
The beta period.
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Information Technology v1.0: Clay Tech, ~30@
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The first information explosion
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That explosion led to the first metadata
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Small piles in b s
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Metadata v1.1: tablets about tablets
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work on organization of the

collection by categorizations,
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Like working out what tables
are in a database, or what files
are stored in HDFS.

A W

e e S
e “Q?ET{"',:%;%\ ] .
G RS g -+ Babylonian library catalog ~2000bce

g
et Yy
TS 2091 —
TLibpary ratalogos. Babylonis, 2000-1600 BC

L) \

-
J N
Copyright Third Nature, Inc. lhird Nature



aSUlFRIFUGlI OMOHY Untablets i

When literacy rates are
higher and people need
to communicate more
effectively, you need to
Invent mechanisms to
cope, like dictionaries.
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Synonym list, Ashurbanipal,
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Clay Tech has some familiar imitations
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Information Management v2.0 Paper Tech*

Lighter, denser, faster storage media.
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More information = need for new metadata
techniques: content tagging, author catalogs




Recorded mformatlon creates permanerm‘ledmstablllty
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have a random access technology.
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*Indexingand encyclopedias are hard in linear scrolls. Hello 1€



Paper Tech v2.1: increased storage density, smal
form factor durablllty hlgh res IRGB graphlcs
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Paper Tech v2.2

The change in printing
over time accelerates.

Block printing replaced b
movable metal type.

The job of production is
faster and cheaper.

Commaoditization change
the landscape over the
next 200 years.

Theprintedbecomes
more important than the
printer. 8
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